INTRODUCTION
There is increasing use of radiofrequency (RF) radiation at 27.12 MHz in a variety of industrial procedures eg. RF heat sealing and glueing machines and in medical diathermy.
The increasing human exposure to RF radiation from et al. 120 mm apart, parallel and opposite one another ( Fig. 1 ). Under these conditions whole-body heating was achieved. This arrangement of the electrodes produced a high electric (E) field (33,000 V/m-measured using a Jennings RF voltmeter) and a low magnetic (H) field (0.8 A/m measured using a Nada H field probe). Each rat was irradiated or sham-irradiated separately in a cylindrical perspex holder perforated with 12 mm holes to allow circulation of air around the rat. Radiofrequency radiation was found to pass through the perspex with negligible absorption.
It was necessary to restrain the animals since whole-body RF energy absorption is strongly dependent on orientation to the field.13) Each rat was orientated parallel to the electrodes (perpendicular to the E field), each of which was set the same distance from either side of the rat. The experiments were performed without anaesthesia and food and water were withheld during the irradiation or sham-irradiation period. The rats were either sham-irradiated or irradiated on day 9 of gestation.
A total of 87 pregnant rats were irradiated, the irradiation was continued until the required elevation of rectal temperature was achieved. A total of 10 pregnant rats were sham-irradiated in the perspex cylinder and served as controls. They were treated identically to the RF-exposed group but were not irradiated.
Rectal temperature was measured prior to irradiation and at intervals during treatment using a Yellow Springs Telethermometer model 44TF and model 401 thermistor probe inserted to a depth of 8 cm. The thermistor probe was removed during treatment to prevent perturbation of the 
